
EQAO tests are province-
wide tests given once a 

year to Grade 3 and 
Grade 6 students. 

They measure 
the reading, 
writing, and 
math skills 
students are 
expected to 

have learned by 
the end of Grade 

3 and Grade 6. Both 
tests are based on the 

Ontario Curriculum. The 
two-hour tests are given over three 

days near the end of the school year. All students 
in the two testing grades are expected to take the 
tests. (Tests are also administered in Grade 10 and 
its completion is a graduation requirement.) 

What do the results mean? 
There are two ways to think about the results of 
the test scores: you can compare the performance 
of Grade 3 students from one year to the next, and 
you can follow along a group of the same students 
to see how their scores changed from when they 
were tested in Grade 3 to how they performed on 
the tests in Grade 6.

This second way of thinking about the test scores 
allows us to compare the progress of a particular 
group of students. As well, we can also take into 

consideration who these kids are – whether they 
are new to Canada, whether they have learning 
challenges, and if their first language is English, for 
example. 

You can also compare the year over year changes 
in the results of a particular grade: for instance, 
comparing the performance of Grade 3s from 
one testing year to the next. Although this may 
say something about how the school interprets 
and responds to the test results – and presumably 
the effectiveness of their previous year’s School 
Performance Plan – it does not compare the 
progress of a particular group of students as they 
move through the school system. 

The results talk about levels 
1, 2, 3 and 4. What do they 
mean? 
The test results of students are mapped out into 
four categories. The ones at Level 3 and Level 4 are 
those that are meeting or surpassing provincial 
standards, while level 1 and 2 students are not 
meeting provincial standards and clearly require 
extra support. The good news is, a large number 
of Duke students last year whose test results were 
mapped somewhere between 2 and 3 were closer 
to level three than they to level 2. That means they 
are close to meeting the standards and the effort 
it would take to move these students into Level 3 
would not be too difficult. 
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When I read the test scores 
for the school, a number 
of students were exempt. 
What does that mean? 
Although the school board discourages the 
exemption of students unless under very specific 
circumstances, some are excused from writing the 
test. In cases where students are unable to write on a 
particular date, the board encourages the school to 
arrange to have the student take the test at another 
time. Those students who simply fail to show up for 
the test are assigned a 0 and therefore will decrease 
the average test scores, which may have a big impact 
on the average score of the school due to the low 
numbers of students (e.g., one student may represent 
a few percentage points).

What were the results in 
2012-13?
Of the Grade 3 students who took the math test, 43 
per cent were at or above provincial standard. This 
test was administered to both English and French 
Immersion (FI) students. However, because the 
Grade 3 emersion students are not tested on reading 
and writing, only 36 students participated in reading 
and writing assessment. So of those English students 
who wrote the tests, 58 per cent were at or above 

the provincial standard. For the students in Grade 
6, 61 per cent of the students who wrote the test 
met provincial standards in reading; 56 per cent in 
writing; and 44 per cent in math. 

A year over year analysis shows a decrease in the 
proportion of students who are at or above the 
provincial standard. 

What happens when we 
compare the test outcomes 
of the same students over 
time? 
When you follow a group of students from when they 
were tested in Grade 3 to when they took the test in 
Grade 6, the results look a little different. For example, 
those students who were tested in Grade 3 in 2007-
08 and who wrote the Grade 6 tests three years later 
showed considerable progress in two of the three 
areas; for math, there was a decrease in the number of 
students who met or exceeded the standard in math.

For example, while 51 per cent of the Duke 
Grade 3s tested for reading in 2007-08 were at or 
above the provincial standard, 67 per cent met or 
exceeded the standard when they wrote the Grade 
6 test. Similarly, while 56 per cent of Grade 3 Duke 
students who wrote the writing test in 2007-08 met 
or exceeded the provincial standard, 65 per cent 

Reading 
11/12

Reading 
12/13

Writing 
11/12

Writing 
12/13

Math 
11/12

Math 
12/13

Grade 3 50% 58% 69% 58% 63% 43%

Grade 6 61% 61% 54% 56% 27% 44%

Table I. Per cent of students who are at or above the provincial 
standard, 2011-12 and 2012-13 Grades 3 and 6, All test categories



did so for their Grade 6 test. On the other hand, 56 
per cent of Grade 3 Duke students who wrote the 
math test in 2007-08 met or exceeded the standard, 
but that number fell to 51 per cent when they 
wrote the test in Grade 6. All these results, both 
historical and current, are available here. 

How do these results 
compare with the results 
at the school board and 
provincial levels? 
When we compare these same figures for students 
in the board and across the province, similar trends 
emerge, suggesting that no matter what school your 
child attends, a greater number of students tend to 
encounter more problems with math as they move 
up the grades. For example , for the approximately 
130,000 students across the province, 68 per cent of 
students who wrote the math test in 2007-08 met or 
exceeded the standard, falling to 58 per cent when 
they wrote the test in Grade 6. 

Why is it that fewer than 
half of Duke students 
meet the standard in math?
The math curriculum in Ontario has evolved 
over the years. Math is now expressed more often 
using words and language, as opposed to simply 
memorization. This is considered a better way for 
students to learn, understand and appreciate the 
application of mathematical concepts. 

This presents extra challenges to students studying 
in French. First, they must understand the 
question as posed in a second language means, 
and then work through the problem. Many French 
immersion students themselves identify this as a 

challenge, and increasingly so as they are taught 
more complex mathematical concepts.

How do the test results 
affect my child’s marks? 
They are not part of your child’s mark. And it is 
important for parents to understand that EQAO 
scores provide only a partial picture of your child’s 
learning, and even less a portrait of your child as a 
person. Teachers use a variety of different kinds of 
tests and assessments throughout the year, in order 
o get to know our child and his or her potential. 
Nevertheless, EQAO tests are a reflection of what 
your child is expected to have learned according to 
the Ontario curriculum. What’s more, EQAO data 
over the year show a strong link between students’ 
scores in the early years and their scores in later 
years. In that light, parents might use EQAO scores 
as an indication of areas where their children need 
to focus some extra attention.

http://www.eqao.com/results/?Lang=E


If you have ideas for other DUKE FAQs please let  
us know! Email us at dukescchoolcouncil@gmail.com

I hear a lot about the 
rankings published by the 
Fraser Institute every year. 
The Duke scores very low. 
Why is that?
The EQAO results were never intended by the 
Government to be a way of ranking schools. All 
schools are different, driven by the different needs 
of our students. Some schools serve communities in 
which there is a greater diversity of student needs. 
Sometimes, students’ parents speak a first language 
other than English, making it more challenging for 
them to provide extra assistance with homework, 
for instance. Sometimes a group of students may 
have a higher proportion of students with learning 
disabilities. It is therefore important to understand 
the context of students’ schooling, which is not 
possible with a simple ranking of school years.

How will the results of the 
test scores be used to 
improve learning at Duke so 
all students are successful 
and fulfill their potential?
The principal of each school is responsible with his 
or her team to develop a School Improvement Plan, 
which outlines clearly their goals and strategies for 
improving the their students’ learning outcomes. 
Once completed and reviewed, the principal presents 
the plan to parents, normally through the parent or 

school council, at which time he or she can answer 
parents’ specific questions about the strategy. This 
Plan would normally be reviewed and discussed with 
parents in late fall of the school year. Specifically, 
we should look to the administration to develop a 
plan to help improve our students’ performance and 
understanding of math so that a great number of our 
students meet or exceed the provincial standard. 


